
Department of Pedodontics & 

Preventive Dentistry 
 

The specialty of Pedodontics and Preventive Dentistry continues to strive to 

provide evidence based interdisciplinary high quality and safe oral health care 

for children visiting the department of Pediatric Dentistry while endeavouring to 

improve the Oral health care of children from birth through to adolescence and 

also for children and individuals with special health care needs. 

 

The department is actively involved in treating patients referred from the Joint 

Cleft Clinic in association with the department of Plastic Surgery (Goa Medical 

College) since June 2024. The department receives patients referred from the 

departments of Oral & Maxillofacial surgery, Paediatrics and ENT.The 

department conducts dental screening camps, oral hygiene emphasis and 

counselling for parents on the prevention of dental caries in special childrenat 

the Pediatric Neuro Rehabilitation Centre (Dept. of Pediatrics, Bambolim).  

 

Faculty 
 

Teaching Staff 

● Head of the Department: Dr. Ida de Noronha de Ataide 

● Professor: Dr. Steven J L Rodrigues 

● Assistant Professor: Dr. Paul Chalakkal  

● Assistant Professor:  Dr. Elaine Barretto                  

● Lecturer: Dr. Siya Dukle 

● Lecturer: Dr. Rashmi Naik 

● Lecturer: Dr. Dinesh Francis Swamy                

● Senior Resident: Dr. Swapna Virdikar 

● Senior Resident: Dr. Voleti Sri Srujana Aravinda 

 

 

Non Teaching Staff 

● Staff Nurse: Valeska Carneiro 

● Staff Nurse: Sneha Gaude 

● Staff Nurse: Maria D’mello 

● Multitasking staff: Sagar Holkar 



● Multitasking staff: Ajay Naik 

● Multitasking staff: Samiksha Mallik 

 

 

Types of Treatments 
Services Provided in the Department 

 

1. RESTORATIVE PROCEDURES AND CROWNS: It encompasses restoration of cavities by 

materials like glass ionomer cements or composites. Stainless steel crowns are also used. 

2. ENDODONTIC PROCEDURES: It encompasses procedures like pulpotomy, pulpectomy, 

apexification or regenerative endodontics. 

3. SPACE MAINTAINERS: These appliances need to be placed if primary teeth exfoliate or 

need to be extracted before the normal age of exfoliation. They prevent space loss due to teeth 

movement into the edentulous space. 

4. REMOVABLE ORTHODONTIC APPLIANCES: Minor tooth malpositions may be 

corrected using these. 

5. ORAL HYGIENE INSTRUCTIONS FOR CHILDREN AND PARENTS: Parents and 

children are counselled about the importance of maintaining oral hygiene, in order to prevent 

the formation of plaque, caries or calculus on teeth. 

6. ORAL PROPHYLAXIS: Oral prophylaxis may be done manually or using ultra-sonic scalers 

to remove calculus or stains. 

7. RAHABILITATION PROCEDURED FOR CHILDREN WITH CLEFT LIP/PALATE: 

Children born with deformities like cleft lip/palate often face difficulties in eating or drinking 

due to the absence of an adequate lip seal or the presence of an oro-nasal fistula. In such 

children, an obturator temporarily closes the oro-nasal fistula and enables the child to eat or 

drink comfortably. The defect can later be closed using a surgical approach. In children 

without teeth, a feeding plate can be constructed to enable feeding. 

8. TOPICAL FLUORIDE APPLICATION: Fluoride application on teeth makes them more 

resistant to bacterial attack, thus reducing the occurrence of caries. They are effective both on 

primary as well as permanent teeth. 

9. EXTRACTION OF TEETH: Extraction of primary teeth are performed under local 

anaesthetic methods. 

10. PATIENTS WITH SPECIAL NEEDS: The department provides special care and treatment 

for those with special needs. 

 

Academics 
 

Academics 

The department is currently equipped to teach and train BDS students in the subject of Pedodontics 

and Preventive Dentistry. Students start with lectures and clinical postings from 3rd year BDS. 

University exams are held at the end of final year BDS. 

Postgraduation had commenced in 2020 with an intake of 03 students per batch.  

 

Publications (2024): 08 


