GOVERNOR EXTENDS GANESH CHATURTHI
GREETINGS
Panaji:
August 31,2019
Bhadra 9, 1941
The Governor of Goa Smt. Mridula Sinha has conveyed her
heartiest greetings and good wishes to the people of Goa on the occasion
of Ganesh Chaturthi.
The Governor says Ganesh Chaturthi is one of the most
resplendent festivals celebrated with the same fervor all over India. Lord
Ganesh is a symbol of piety dedication, loyalty and protection. Ganesh is
believed to be the Lord of success, who blesses his followers with their
desired achievements by removing the obstacles of their paths. Hence,
‘Vignaharta’ is one of the popular names of Ganesh, which means
‘demolisher of obstacles’.
The Governor further says Bal Gangadhar Tilak, nationalist and
'The Father of Indian Unrest' as described by the British, was the man
behind turning a private, household Ganesh Chaturthi celebration to a
gala event. He saw the need to unite Indians more and realized nothing
can bond people more than a common idol, equally worshipped by all.
Tilak noticed that Lord Ganesh was considered "the God for everyman",
that Ganesh was worshipped by the members belonging to the upper
castes and lower castes alike, leaders and followers alike. He popularised
Ganesh Chaturthi as a national festival 'to bridge the gap between the
Social differences in the society. In 1893, Tilak organised Ganesh Utsav
as a social and religious function. It was him who put large hoarding with
images of Lord Ganesh in pavilions and the man behind the tradition of
immersion of huge Ganesh statues on the tenth day of the festival. The
festival served as a meeting place for common people of all castes and
communities.
Hence, let us on this occasion, dedicate ourselves in the name of
Lord Ganesh, to live in amity, brotherhood and mutual understand. May
this occasion bring renewed peace, happiness and prosperity to everyone
the Governor concluded.
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